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XX.. Ak Accovi^T OF GreeKj PabthiaNj and Hindu Medals, Jbund in 
India.. . By^MAJOR James Tod, M.R.A.S. 

Read June 18, 1825- 

I HAVE the honour to present to the Society fac-simile engravings of two 
raedals, which fill up a chasm in the Numismatic series of the Greek Kings 
of Bactria, xnz. Apollodotus and Menander. 

BAZIAEHS SnTHPOS AnOAAOAOTOT 

is the epigraphe of the medal of Apollodotus. The figure is very properly 
that of Apollo, armed with a dart or spear inverted, in the left hand; 
denoting clemency after victory. Towards his right hand, is a monogram, 
indicating the date, which would appear to be the Bactrian. era, composed 
of the letters OEA, 

On the reverse, is a figure which appears to represent a portable sacrificial 
tripod, or altar, having around it an inscription in the ancient Zend, or 
Pehlavi character, as in the Sassanian medals of Sapor, and the inscriptions * 
of Nakschi, Rustam,.and Kermansha. 

The other medal is of a name better known to history — Menander. 
It bears the effigies of the prince, the head covered with a helmet ; the 
epigraphe — 

BASIAEHZ NANAPOT. 

Though the two first letters of Menander are wanting, not a doubt can 
exist of its being his coin. I will leave to others to conjecture what were 
the letters, now indistinct, which filled up the space between Basileos and 
McTiandrou. 

The reverse bears a winged figure,! having a palm branch in the left 
hand, and in the right a ^vreath. Around is the same Zend character, as in 
that of Apollodotus, and the monogram J composed of two letters, lA. 

* See De Sacy. Memoires sur diverses Antiquites de la Perse, 
t This winged figure is Victory. — N. 
X 2^0. 323 of Miannet. 
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The Zend characters, common to both these medals, afford a proof, which 
may be considered as decisive, that both these princes held Bactria, or 
Balk'h, as the seat of empire ) for, though the discovery of these coins 
gives validity to the reported extent of conquest of these princes, yet, had- 
they held the seat of government within the Indus, they would have adopted 
the ancient Ndgari character on the reverse, not that of Parthia. 

I shall now state how, and where I found these coins, and describe the 
method I adopted in my search, which, if persevered in by others, may 
lead to more discoveries of this nature* For the last twelve years of my 
residence in India (amongst Mahrattas and Rajputs),, the collecting of 
coins, as an auxiliary to history, was one of my pursuits : and in the rainy 
season I had a person employed at Mat'hurd and other old cities, to collect 
all that were brought to light by the action of the water, while tearing up 
old foundations, and levelling mouldering walls. In this manner, I accu- 
mulated about 20,i)00 coins, of all denominations ; among which, there may 
not be above 100 calculated to excite interest, and perhaps not above 
one-third of that number to be considered of value: but, among them, there 
is an Apollodotus and a Menander, besides some rare medals of a 
Parthian dynasty, probably yet unknown to history. 

By the acquisition of this coin of Apollodotus, I made a double dis- 
covery, namely, of the coin itself, and of an ancient capital city. 

Conversing with the principal disciple of a celebrated Jain priest of 
Gwalior, about ancient cities, he related to me an anecdote of a poor man, 
about thirty-five years ago, having discovered, amidst the few fragments 
left of Surapuraj on the Yamuna, a bit of (what he deemed) glass : shewing 
it to a silversmith, he sold it for one rupee ; the purchaser carried his prize 
to Agra, and sold it for 5,000, for it was a diamond. The finder naturally 
wished to have a portion of the profit, and, on refusal, waylaid and slew 
the silversmith. The assassin was carried to Agra to be tried, and thus 
the name of Surapura became known beyond its immediate vicinity. This 
was a sufficient inducement to me to dispatch one of my coin-hunters, and 
I was rewarded by Apollodotus and several Parthian coins. 

The remains of Surapura are close to the sacred place of pilgrimage, 
called by us " Betaisor," on the Yamundj between Agra and Etawah. 
Tradition tell us, that it was an ancient city, and most probably was founded 
by Suras'ena, the grandfather of Crishna, and consequently the capital of 
the Suraseni of the historians of Alexander, which name they very appro- 
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priately assigned to the kingdom of Mafhurd. Arrian mentions two capital 
cities on the Yamundy " Methoras and Clisobaras,** We easily recognize the 
first ; yet, much as the Greeks disfigured proper names, we can hardly 
twist the latter into Surapura. Amongst the ruins of ancient Mafhurd, I 
obtained two other medals of Apollodotus, one of which, very indistinct, 
I gave to Major Miles, who, 1 believe, has since presented it to the Literary 
Society of Bombay. 

At Mafhurdj where I obtained a few good medals, after many years* 
search, I found Menander. 

The illustrious names of Apollodotus and Menander, are a sufficient 
theme to fill many pages of the journals of the Society, and would require 
more classical historic knowledge than the nature of my pursuits and 
occupations could afibrd me a chance of acquiring, in order to illustrate 
their history. Nevertheless, as I possess some knowledge of the geography 
of their conquests,, and have not come altogether unprepared for the task, 
I shall trust to the indulgence of the Society, in the attempt I am about 
to make. 

Had not Apollodotus and Menander despised the narrow limits of the 
kingdom usurped by Theodotus, I should never have ventured west of 
the Indus, in search of the princes of Bactria ; but as both of them con- 
temned the Indus as the boundary of their sovereignty, and invaded the 
sons of PuRU in Saurdshtra, on the Indian shore, and on the Yamuna, 
where they left these memorials of their conquests, they placed themselves 
within the sphere of my pursuits. 

It was from a passage in Dr. Vincent's " Translation of the Periplus of 
the Erythrean Sea," that I discovered Apollodotus appertained to the 
Bactrian dynasty. Moreover, Sainte Croix, in his '' Examen Critique des 
Historiens d' Alexandre,'* takes notice* of the conquests of Menander; 
from both I had references to other authorities, which I had no access to 
in India. 

'' Our author (Arrian t),'* says Dr. Vincent, "redeems his error,t by the 



* Page 726. 

t Supposed to have written his book during the reign of Aurelian. He resided at Barugaza, 
or Barooch, in a commercial capacity. 

X The error alluded to by Dr. Vincent is of a geographical nature, in Alexander's departure 
from India. 

Vol. I. o T 
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presentation of a circumstance which fell under his own observation, which 
is, that coins rcith the Greek inscriptions of Menander and Apollodotus^ rcho 
reigned in this country after Alexander ^ were still current in Barugaza.* 

This Apollodotus is hard to discover, even by the scrutinizing accuracy 
of the learned Bayer ; but Menander he has introduced into the catalogue 
of his Bactrian kings, and with a most peculiar distinction, that he had 
extended his sovereignty down the Indus, and over the Delta of the 
Patalene.t 



BACTRIA. 

On the division of the provinces, by the successors of Alexander, of the 
enormous empire he so rapidly acquired, those between, the Caspian Sea 
and the Indus formed several extensive Satrapies.t Of the various autho- 
rities who treat of this partition, none agr-ee with each other in the names 
of the governors to whom the allotments fell, for they were repeatedly 
changed by those who were the real masters of those provinces. In that 
portion of the empire held by Antipater, according to Arrian, Stasanor 
had Bactria and Sogdia ; Philip had Parthia, which included Hyrcania ; 
and the tracts east of Bactriana, almost to the Indus, were held by Pithon : 
while the Hindu princes, Taxiles, Porus, and Sandrocottus, exercised their 
'sway on each side, and within the Indus. It is immaterial to notice the 
fluctuating alterations in this arrangement, down to the extinction of the 
Macedonian kingdom, and the partition of Asia amongst the officers of 
Alexander. 

Twenty-five years after the death of Alexander, Seleucus, surnamed 
Nicator, ha\dng made himself master of Syria, and assumed the regal title, 
brought all the provinces, up to the Indus, under subjection, and nominated 
governors. He even designed reconquering those held by the native 
Hindu princes ; but troubles in the West, added to the bold attitude of 
Sandrocottus, at the head of 600,000 men, compelled him to enter into 



* The Greeks have well preserved the ancient name of Barooch, if classically written — 
Bhrigu-gacha, the residence of the sage Bhrigu. The site of his hermiuge, tradition has placed 
at some distance from the present city. 

t Periplus of the Erythrean sea, vol. ii. page 401. Vincent's Navigation of the Ancients. 

t Parthia, including Hyrcania, Aria, Bactria, Sogdia, Arachosia. 
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terms with him ; and, for the price of 500 elephants, to leave him in un- 
disturbed possession, and even to recognize his sovereignt}\ 
' The other provinces, first mentioned, remained attached to the Syro- 
Macedordan Idngdom, until the third prince in descent from the founder ; 
when Bactria, from a dependency of the Seleucidae, was erected into a 
kingdom, by the revolt of Theodotus, the governor from Antiochus* Theos, 
while this monarch was engaged in a war with Ptolemy Phiiadelphus, king 
of Egypt. 

That event occurred in the 58th t year of the Seleucidae, the first of the 
Bactrian era, and 256 years before Christ This minor Greek monarchy 
lasted 122 years, when it was overthrown by an irruption of the same Getic, 
Jit, or Scythic tribes,t which destroyed Cyrus and his host They were 
the people of that country where Alexander was wounded§, and where he 
built the most northern of his Alexandrias, on the site of Cyropolis ; a spot, 
perhaps, now answering to Kojendy on the Jaxartes, which river is the Sirr, 
or Sihun, of the Persians ; also called Araxes and Orxantes,ll by the Greek 
geographers ; most probably the Arvema of the Hindu Purans, the Silis of 
the " Carte des marches d' Alexandre :^' ^ that word is of Sanscrit origin, 
implying a mountain** stream, from having its fountains in the grand. range 
of the Hinidlaya. 

It is scarcely feasible to assign precise limits to the Bactrian Idngdom, 
for Bactria itself was soon oyerstept; and what might be termed the 
Bactrian kingdom at the period of the revolt, comprehended Sogdia as well 
as the province of Bactria, which had the Oxus, or Jihiin,tt as its northern 
boundary. The kingdom of Theodotus, therefore, included all Trans- 
oxiana, or the Do-ab of the Oxus and Jaxartes, or Mawer-ul-Nehr o£ the 
Persians ; and to the south, the Parapamisan range. To the west it was 
kept in check by its alternate rival and ally, the Arsacidag of Parthia; 



* Anc. Univ. Hist., vol. iii. page 846. 

t Historiae Regni Graecorum Bactriani, page 38 Bayer, 

X The Asi, or Aspii, the Tochari, and Getic Sacae. 
§ Arrian, chap. iii. 

II Arrian, book iii, quoting Aristobolu.^. 
% St. CroLx. 

** SUisiy a mountain stream ; from S//, a rocL Hence Sailoy the personified appellation of 
Hemachal: whence Sailif his daughter, one of the names of the river goddess, Ganga. - 
tt One of the rivers of Paradise, according to Marco Polo. — See Marsdens Edition. 

2 T 2 
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but to the east its frontier cannot be fixed, for we are left in doubt whether 
PiTHON declared himself independent, or whether the provinces he held 
gradually merged into Bactria : the latter is probable ; while there are cir- 
cumstances which render the other opinion plausible ; so that we should not 
allot to Bactria all the medals of Greek princes we may discover in the 
highlands of Central Asia. Six kings are quite enough for the 122 years 
that dynasty endured; but, on these points, the dates contained in the 
monograms must be consulted. 

It is probable that the Greeks took the word Bactra, which was the 
name of the capital of the country, from BaWh ; they also called this town 
Zariaspoj* probably signifying, in the original language, a settlement of the 
Asity a Scythic tribe,t of an extensive Scythic race. For Aspi, Aspasice, 
the Aswa^ or Haya, of the ancient Hindus, have perhaps the same deriva- 
tion. Aswa is a very common termination of the names of the early Hindu 
princes, especially those of the lunar line, one of whom, prior to the 
MaliabJidrata, is stated, in the genealogy of the Purans, to have erected a 
sovereignty near the Indus, built its ancient capital Campihiagara, and to 
have left a numerous progeny. His name was Bdjdswa ; and of his issue 
was the celebrated Draupadi^ who became the wife, in common, of the five 
Fandu brothers. This savours strongly of the Scythic, and is entirely 
repugnant to existing Hindu manners. Doubtless, at that period the simi- 
larity was great, or it might be more just to surmise, that the difierence of 
many of the races between the east and west of the Indus, was originally 
slight. 

BaWhy or Baclridy is of very remote antiquity ; it is mentioned as the 
birth-place of Zerdushtj or Zoroaster, and was the residence of Cyrus the 
Great. As the oldest city in the world, it was distinguished by the title 
of Am-ul Belady " the mother of towns.*' This ancient metropolis is now 
reduced to insignificance. Its ruins still cover a great extent, and are 
surrounded with a wall : but only one corner is inhabited. 



* Perhaps from Sehery a city, and the tace Aspa, or Aswa. 

t Asiy is a sword ; AswOy Aspa, a horse, in Sanscrit and Persian ; what more proper name for 
Scythic warlike tribes, almost all horsemen ? Most probably from one or the other of these words 
originated the term Asioy not from the wife of Prometheus, as Diodorus asserts, though Isa, a 
goddess, might afford a claim. The Scythic tribe, which invaded Scandinavia, was known to 
the prior inhabitants under the name AsL 
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The country of Bactria has always been extolled, both by ancient arid 
modern travellers, as highly fertile * and productive ; and, to its natural 
riches, is properly ascribed the power which the revolted princes so rapidly 
acquired. 

That portion of the Jdngdom of Cabul, which embraces the provinces of 
Balk'h and Khorassan, according to the boundaries assigned by the best 
authorities,t with the tract north of the Oxus to the Sirr,t forming a part 
of the modern kingdom of Bokhara, in Turkistan§, constituted the kingdom 
of Theodotus. 

The more celebrated, and far more extended dynasty of the Parthian 
Arsacidas, which first contributed to aggrandize, and afterwards curtailed the 
Bactrian power, rose into eminence about the same period. 

The first Arsaces was a Bactrian by birth, and with his brother Tuidates 
had opposed the ambitious designs of Theodotus ; but being unsuccessful, 
fled to the governor of Parthia,|| by whom being treated with indignity, he 
raised troops, expelled him, and following the example of Theodotus, 
declared himself independent. Three years after he was succeeded by his 
brother Tiridates, who bears on his medals the title of " Arsaces f" the 
Great, King of Kings/' That he was much indebted to the Greeks of 
Bactria, we may judge from the epithet his medals and those of his successor 
bear, of Fhilhellenos. His friendship for the Greeks can only be understood 
towards the Bactrian Greeks; for he had scarcely been two years on the 
throne, when Seleucus** CallinicuSj having made peace with the Egyptian 
monarch, left Syria with a large army to recover Parthia ; and the " Great 
King " was obliged to fly to his Scythic brethren, the Getic Sacae of the 
Jaxartes ; till a rupture between the brothers, Seleucus and Antiochus, gave 



* " Elle est vaste, et produit de tout, excepte des olives.'* — Strahoriy liv. xi. 

f See map to Elphinstone*s Cabul. 

% For more minute boundaries, Strabo may be consulted. 

f Or Tocharistariy the abode of the Tachari, one of the races mentioned by Strabo, as aiding 
to overturn the Bactrian kingdom. In Tachari we find the origin o^ the word Turk : the Usbeck 
Tartars, or Turks, are still in the old abodes of the Tachari ; the name is also found, by the 
Chinese and Tartar historians, in the words Tak-i-uk. — See De Guignes* 

II Lewis, Parthian Empire. Ancient authorities differ in the name of this governor on the 
part of Antiochus Theos; by one he is named Agathocles, and by another Phericics. 

fl See Vaillant. 

** Lewis, Parthian Empire, quoting Justin, lib. xxvii. and xb*. 
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him an opportunity to re-enter Parthia. Seleucus, having prevailed over 
his rival, resumed. his Parthian expedition ; but the second Theodotus, who 
had succeeded to the Bactrian throne, formed a close alliance with Tiridates, 
and sent him a large body of Bactrian troops, by whose aid Tiridates 
defeated, and made captive, the Assyrian monarch. The day, on which 
this battle was fought, became the anniversary* of the foundation of Parthian 
liberty. This alliancet sealed the independence of both states; and, to 
this opportune succour, afforded by Theodotus, we may ascribe the epithet 
we have mentioned, as freely retained by the successive Arsacidas, from a 
grateful recollection. 

It is somewhat singular, that, while there is an abundance of medals of 
the first Arsacids, we should have so few of the Bactrian princes, and none 
of the founders ; and that of two so conspicuous, as Apollodotus and 
Mekander, those under our consideration, the only memorials of them 
should have been found upon the Yamuna^ • which is a decided proof of the 
extent of their conquests, and influence. 

The names of nine princes have been, by various authorities, brought 
forwards, as appertaining to Bactria; but not only is the order of their 
succession liable to doubt, but some are asserted, by good authority, never 
to have reigned in Bactria at all, but to have belonged to a collateral 
dynasty, within the Indus ; and of these, Bayer pronounces Apollodotus 
to be one. 

To illustrate the subject, I shall here insert his catalogue of princes : — 

1. Theodotus I. 

2. Theodotus II, 
S. Euthydemus. 

4. Menander ; Rex Indies et Bactrianas. 

5. Eucratides I. 

6. Eucratides II. 
To these have been added, 

7. Apollodotus. 

8. Demetrius. 

9. Heliocles. 



* Le^ns, Parthian Empire, page 14. 

t This alliance is ascribed, by the author of the Anc. Univ. Hist., vol. iii. page 846, to 
Theodotus I., but erroneously : he, to his death, remained jealous of the Parthian. 
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These three last names were well known to Bayer, who has, however, 
rejected them (for reasons which he assigns) as kings of Bactria. Heliocles, 
it is true, he does not mention by name distinctly, perhaps as some ground 
existed for believing that Demetrius and Heliocles were the same person. 

The Chevalier Sestini, in his ^vork on Coins,* introduces Apollodotus 
between Euthydemus and Menandeh, and Heliocles after the^ latter. He 
gives a medal of the latter prince, a description of which will be found in 
Mionnet,t where also a medal of Euthydemus is engraved. 

Another valuable acquisition to the very few existing medals of these 
princes has been in that of Demetrius, the son of Euthydemus, described in 
a treatise entitled " Supplement a la suite des Medailles des Rois de la 
Bactriane/'t Both father and son iiave the same type on the reverse, viz. 
Hercules with the club and the lion's skin. 

The ancient authorities on the succession of these princes are so little 
satisfactory, that the writers, who have followed them, have come to very 
diflferent conclusions, not only in the order of succession, but in the relation- 
ship of those princes. Thus, one§ makes Euthydemus the brother of 
Theodotus, whose sceptre he usurped; while another,|| quoting Polybius, 
calls him a nobleman of Bactria. But this is of little importance ; Deme- 
trius was the son of Euthydemus, and, by marrying the daughter of An- 
tiochus the Great, secured the crown of Bactria to his father, against any 
further attempt from Syria. A .more important question is, whether Deme- 
trius ever reigned in Bactria. It is certain, he did not succeed his father, 
and the majority of opinions is against that point, though the compilers of 
the Ancient Universal History say, " Menander w^as succeeded by his 
nephew Demetrius, the son of Euthydemus, in whose name he had governed, 
that prince being very young, at his father's death.'* They further say, 



* Classes Generales Geographiae Numismaticae, by the ChevaUer Sestini, who was kind enousrh 
10 present it to me at Florence. 

f Description de Medailles Antiques. It contains the description of the only two Bactrian 
medals yet found, Euthydemus and Eucratides, besides Heliocles, of " an uncertain epoch/'— 
Vol. V. page 704. 

X This was obligingly given to me by the Chevalier Sestini, but I have not been so fortunate 
as to meet with the account of those prior to Demetrius, by the same author. The Supplement 
is printed at St. Petersburgh. 

§ Anc. Univ. Hist., History of Bactria, vol. iii. pa^e 846. 

II Lewis, Parthian Empire, page 21. 
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" that he added to the empire, and left Bactria, in a flourishing condition^ 
to his son Eucratides/** Bayer combats this opinion, which was held bj 
J. Vallus and others ; and says, " 1 shall prove from Strabo and Plutarch, 
that Demetrius, son of Euthydemus, neither succeeded Menander, nor was 
king of Bactria :'* t and he seems to be supported in this notion by others.t 

The time, allotted by Bayer to the reign of Eucratides L, is sufficiently 
long to admit of an additional prince, being thirty-five years from his assum- 
ing the government It is here that Heliocles has his place assigned by 
Sestini ; and hence the identity conjectured of this prince and Demetrius. 
The reason given of his unfitness § to succeed his father Euthydemus, as 
being too young, falls to the ground, when it is considered that he was old 
enough to form a treaty with Antiochus. 

The author of the description of the medal of Demetrius, II quoting Strabo, 
says that, along with Menander, he had conquered even to the Hypanis, 
and that he founded a city, called after his father, Euthydemia, near the In- 
dus, Respecting the extent of the conquests, as far as the Hypanis, a very 
judicious note appended to the French translation of Strabo may be referred 
to.^ Bayer has also commented on this passage of Strabo, and it will enable 
us to proceed at once to the consideration of the medal of Mexander. The 
passage in question is as follows:** " Some of these princes subjugated more 
nations even than Alexander, especially Menander, who, having passed the 
Hypanis, tt advanced towards the east as far as the Isamus ; but if it was to 
him that the Greeks were chiefly indebted for their conquests, the obligation 
was in part due to Demetrius, son of Euthydemus, king of the Bactrians. 
Thus they subjugated the Patalene ; then spreading over the coast, they con- 
quered the kingdom of Tessarioustus, andthatof Segestes. These sameGreeks 
carried their victorious arms as far as the countries of the Syri tt and Phauni/* 



* Anc. Univ. Hist., vol. iii. page 846, 
f Hist. Reg. Gr. Bactr., page 74. 

X Kote 1. Demetrius, le fils d'Euthydemus, ne parait point avoir jamais port6 la couronne, 
&c. &c.— Strabon, liv. xi. sec. iv. 
^ Anc. Univ. Hist. 

II Supplement, page 4 and 5, quoting Strabo. 
H Page 75. 
'^^ Strabon, liv. xi. 

tt The Hyphasis, the Sutledge of modern geography, one of the five eastern arms of the Indus. 
+J Or Suroi, as Bayer, more nearly approximating to the original Si^fojy. writes it. 
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This passage would seiTe to furnish a comment on what little has been 
handed down to us of the actions of Menander and Apollodotus. who 
both followed the same track of conquest But if Apollodotus belonged 
to Bactria at all, he must precede Menander. 

The claim, however, of Menander to participate in the honours of 
Indian sovereignty, has been questioned, and his career confined to the 
states dependant on the " Mother of Cities;"* wliiie the obscurity in which 
the name of Apollodotus was enveloned, oricrinated in an error of Trocrus 
Pompeius, which was adopted by Justin and Strabo. These writers con- 
found the king Apollodotus with Apollodorus, the historian of Bactria. 
The mistake would not have been cleared up, but for the incidental mention 
of xAjpollodotus, bv Arrian. 

To the learned Bayer the merit must be ascribed of havinor discovered 
and rectified this error. He observes,t ** The preface of Trogus Pompeius, 
where reference is made to Eucratides, the Bactrian, thussavs: To India 
also are added the exploits carried on by the kings Apollodorus and 
Menander. Johannes Valens is offended with these words, remarking, 
that it is a most erroneous passage, for Apollodorus was not a king of 
the Bactrians, but an historian who had committed to writins:, according: to 
Strabo, the exploits of the Parthians, Bactrians, and Indians." 

" Neither has Trogus (he continues) handed down, nor do we require it 
to be granted, that Apollodorus was king of the Bactrians ; but it is evident 
tliat he was king of India^ or some other part; and Strabo distinguishes the 
Greek kings of India from the Bactrians, when he thus speaks : — " Apollo- 
dorus, therefore, who wrote the Parthian History, making mention of the 
Greeks who caused the revolt cf Bactria from the Syrian kings, says, they held 
all the nations between the Hydaspes and Hypanis in subjection, to the number 
of nine ; and that they had five thousand cities, of which none was less tJian 
Cos, in Merope /' and, immediately after, he brings forward the passage 
already given, from the Periplus,t « Even to this day, ancient drachmae 
make their appearance in Barugaza, inscribed with Grecian letters, the 
legends of those who reigned after Alexander, viz. Apollodotus and 
Menander.'* 

** But there must have been another besides, either before Apollodotus 



♦ Balk'h, or Bactra. f Hist. Reg. Graec. Buct., sec. xxxiii. page 77. i Bayer, page 79. 

Vol. I. 2 U 
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or after him, in order that we may place the commencement of the Indian 
kingdom equal to the beginning of the reign of Theodotus. Besides, it may 
be collected from obscure fragments of ancient authorities, that many Greek 
Icingdoms arose together ^ and existed for some time among the Indians ; nor 
do I doubt that the Siriptolemceus, or Siripolemius, of Claudius Ptolemy,* 
was of the number ; for the latter part of the word is Greek ; but (2/p/) Siri 
is the Indian SrV 

One of the best grounds for assenting to the opinion of the Puranas 
having been remodelled at a comparatively modem period, is the mention, 
in them, of these very Yavan or Greek kings ; while, at the same time, it 
proves that such a recasting (composition we cannot call it) took place at 
a time, when these events were fresh in the memory, and, perhaps, even 
while some descendants of these princes still existed Arrian composed his 
History of the Navigation and Commerce of the Red Sea, in the second 
centur}% and he mentions those princes. . Ptolemy wrote his Geography 
about the same period, and the authors, or renovators, of the Puranas, in the 
beginning of the sixth century. To colour this anachronism, and render it 
palatable to their votaries, the spirit of prophecy was assumed ; and, of 
the dynasties which were to reign in time to come, these Yavans, or 
lonians, are not .only mentioned, but Balich Des^ or Bactria, is speci- 
fically assigned to them; and, what is a curious and valuable fact, 
the precise number of princes of this dynasty is. named: — ''For eight 
o-enerations, the Yavan ;\ for twenty^ the Turshka;X for thirteen, the 



* In the same section, Bayer, quoting from Ptolemy (the geographer), ** There were many 
kin'^s of India : Ozene of Tiastanus ; Baithana, the seat of Siriptolemceus :". doubtless UJjai/an ; 
and Patian, on the Godaveri river; "Karoura, the palace of Kerobotheus; Modoura, the palace 
of Pandion ; and Arthoura, the palace of Sornus :" the first most probably the abode of the 
Ctmi'putras, or sons of Curu ; tlie second, clearly AIat*hura, held by the Pandu princes, the 
descendants of Puru, which they actually did in Alexander's time, and for eight centuries before. 
Arthoura, the abode of Sornus, may be Arore, on the Indus, the capital of Sehris, also a generic 
appellation of the sons of Sehl, another of the heroes of the great war. 

+ Thus the Greeks are termed. 

1 The Scythic race of the Oxus and Jaxartes ; the Turshka and Tukyac of the Hindu ; 
Tachari, or Tochari of the Greeks ; and Tagitai or Chagitai of Turkisthan, and the Tartar his- 
torians of Tocharestan, the Saca-dwipa of the Purans, the country- of the Sacae or Sac'hae, the 
races : of which the Parthians were, the Sacae of the province of Aria; hence the titular appellation 
of all its princes, Arsaces : and from Saca-dwipa, which D'Anville properly places about the 
fountains of the Oxus, the Greeks composed the word Scythia. 
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Gor-ind;* for eleven^ the Maunas ;f in Balich Des, thirteen generations ; 
Pushpamitra Dumitra, after the descendants ofAgraj, seven generations.*' I 
give the passage as a guide to others ; whether Dttmitra is Demetrius, the 
son of Euthydemus, we have nothing but the analogy of the names, and 
the introduction of Balich in the same passage, for support to our conjecture. 
^g^^jy the Hindu prince, after whom, it appears, this dynasty of seven 
princes reigned, may be the Jggrames of Quintus Curtius, the Prince oftJie 
Gangarides and Prasii, the report of whose immense armies was the barrier 
to the further advance, beyond the Setlej, of the arms of Alexander. With 
every probability, we may consider the ancient city of Agra as the residence 
of Aggrames;$ and, as a proof of its great antiquity, and at the same time as 
throwing some new light on another interesting series of medals of a 
Parthian dynasty, to which we are strangers, I present dra\vings of a few 
of those medals, out "of a considerable number, which were discovered. in an 
earthen vessel, found in its ruins some years ago, in the course of mv 
researches. 

There are remains of another Agra^ or Aggaroa, fifteen miles to the north- 
east of Hansi Hissar, of which tradition says, that it occupies the site of an 
old capital. It would have been precisely in the line of march of Alexander 
into India. This Aggaroa is in the tract termed Heriana, the cradle of 
the Agarwdl race; who, though now only traders, claim a princely origin. 
Quintus Curtius mentions Aggrames not being of gentle blood ; nor is it 
improbable that this prince, whose sons were merchants, was the formidable 
opponent, of whose power such exaggerated accounts reached Alexander's 
army, as to cause them to murmur against the king^s further progress into 
the plains of Hindust'han. 

There is very good ground for believing that Apollodotus, or Menaxder, 
or both, penetrated beyond the altars of Alexander on the banks of the 
Setlejy the Hyphasis of his historians; and here I must again refer to the 
quotation, already given from Strabo.§ 

Among the princes, who had carried their arms into the interior of India, 



* Gor-ind, the lords of Gor. Ind, a contraction of Indray in poetical composition, very com- 
monly applied to a prince. 

t Maunasy perhaps the Macwana tribe, still found in the Saurashtra peninsula. 
X Agra-grama (town), Isa (lord). 
§ See page 23, Strabo, lib. xi. 

S U.2 
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the geographer especially mentions Meuander and Demetrius ; and though 
it is not asserted by him that they were contemporary, it is by no means 
improbable. '' Having passed the Hypanis (he says), they advanced to- 
"iVards the east^ even to the Isamus.^' 

Several authors, and amongst them Bayer, have put a construction on 
this passage which entirely fetters the meaning of the original, this being 
descriptive of the wide sweep of the Bactrian arms. They have corrected 
the reading, by substituting Imaus for Isamus. These are Bayer's com- 
ments :* " Tiiey advanced as far as the Imaus, where are the sources of 
the Ganges, in order to reduce the tracts which had been in the possession 
of Sandrocottus.'* Would this be advancing from the Hyphasis to the east. 
either in the common sense, or according to Hindu geographical accepta- 
tion of the east country ? The misnomer has been noticed, in a note of 
the French translation of Strabo ;t and the opinion here expressed w^ould 
remove all difficulties, if it were admitted that " L'Isamus serait un fleuve 
nomme aujourd'hui Zemna ;'' but this is advanced on authority t in the 
interpretation of which the commentators do. not coincide. They are 
inclined to conclude, from a subsequent passage, § that it is the river 
Hydaspes which is meant, a construction that cannot be supported, as it 
w^ould imply absolute retJ*ogression, and a westerly, instead of an easterly, 
movement from the Hyphasis. The Yamuna would well answer our 
pui-pose ; but I know of no authority which recognizes Isamus as one of 
its many appellations. In the ancient cities that were on its banks, were 
found almost all the Greek and Parthian medals I obtained. Wilford had 
conjectured the Isamus to be the small stream which flows into the Ganges, 
called the Isa, which would so far apply, as it pointed to an eastern progress 
of the Greek arms ; for, although small, it had geographical importance, 
as we learn from the bard Chand, being the boundary of the Hindu 
kino-doms of Delili and Canouj, seven centuries ago. It might be so in the 
davs of Alexander and INIenander, when the sons of Puru and Curu 
reigned, and when " the palace of Pandion (Pandu)il was at Madoura 
(Mat'hura).'' 

Strabo proceeds: " They subjugated the Patalene, then spread over the 
coast, and conquered the kingdom of Tessarioustus and that of Sigestis.'* 



* Hist. Reg. Gr. Bact., page 81. f Strabo, note 2d, liv.xi., torn. iv. 

X Mannert Geog. o Strabon. liv, xv. j; Bayer, quoting from Ptolemy, 
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This is the route of conquest by which they were made known to the 
author of the Periplus, who has handed down to posterit}' the names and 
exploits of Apollodotus and Menander. Their coins were current at 
Baroach in the second century, within the confines of these conquests, 
according to my interpretation of what follows : 

" Thev subjected (Strabo says) the Patalene." This tract was supposed 
to have occupied the Delta of the Indus ; but more recent geography limits 
it to a much smaller extent" by curtailing the eastern boundary. Patalene 
is derived fi'om the Sanscrit word PaidI, the lower region : it was con- 
nected with Minagara, the capital of the Lower Indus, and governed by 
Sambus, when Alexander sailed down the Indus. It is not Arrian, the 
historian of Alexander, who calls the capital of Sambus Minagara, but 
another writer of that name, who was the author of the Periplus. The 
latter mentions it as the capital of a Parthian dynasty, in his time. The 
former gives the name of Sindomana to the residence of Sambus, who wisely 
propitiated *' Macedonia's madman,"' dreading the fate of the crucified 
Musicanus, and the massacre of the Brahmins. 

Captain Pottinger very ingeniously supposes Minagara to be the ancient 
isolated capital of Sinde, the Sogdi of Alexander, so called from Mean- 
na^gar, signifying the insulated Bukliar. This, however, is greatly too 
high for the Sindoviana and Mmagaraf of the two Arrians, who agree in 
the position ; their verbal difference, I think, may be reconciled. Some 
light may perhaps be thrown on that ancient period, and it may be made 
to appear that the Jdrejas oi Cutch and Cant'hi, now occupying the haunts 
of Tessarioustus, lived but at a short distance from their ancient kingdom, 
the abode of Sambus, the friend of xllexander, who was in fact their 
progenitor. 

When (eight centuries before Alexander) the deified Crishna was slain 
in Saurdshtra, by the aboriginal tribes (whom he and the Pandus had 
expelled), and his followers in the " Great ^Var" left India, a part of them 
settled in Zalndesfhdn, and another division in Se'd:esthdn, on the Indus. 

Cf the former it would occupy too much space here to speak ; and of the 



^ Arrian, however, makes it longer timn the Delta of the Nile. 

J Inland on the north, the district of Barugaza (Baroach) joins to Sinde, and i^ subject to the 
Parthians of Minnagar ; and the sea-coast from Sinde towards Gazzerat is called Surastrene. — 
Periplus of the Eruthrcan Sea. vol. ii., page 393. 
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latter I shall only mention, that the native annals state that Samba,* one of 
Crishna's sons by his favourite wife Jambuvati, was the founder of the 
Sinde-sama dynasty, on the Indus, and that their capital was anciently 
called Samanagara^ or Samhunagara, the fortress of Sama^ or Sambuy well 
known in the Jdreja annals, at this day. On its site now stands Tatta, 
also called DebeiU properly Deivaly or the Temple; for there is a cele- 
brated temple, the situation of which corresponds with the abode of the 
Erahmins, whom Alexander massacred for instigating the princes to oppose 
him. 

This Minagara is the Parthian capital of the author of the Periplus, and the 
Sindomana of Arrian j and its sovereign was Sambu (a titular appellation), 
the Sambus of Alexander. When the Jdrejas sacrificed the Hindu cha- 
racter to maintain their dominion, and became proselytes to Islam, it 
required but the change of a letter to make these the descendants of the 
mildest of the gods of Hind, the offspring of the 'Pevsmn J amsheed ; and 
Sam and the exploits of Crishna, the Apollo of Vrijy were lost in Jam. 
Abul Fazil describes the Jam raj (government), which ruled on the Indus, 
one branch of which is now fixed in the Saurdshtra peninsula ; their capital, 
Jamnagar. They are neither Hindu, nor Mahomedan ; while their Jareja 
brethren follow the Hindu manners, but are too much degenerated from 
purity of blood, to admit of its mixing with that of the princes of Rd- 
jasflidn. 

Had not the afore-mentioned passage of Strabo pointed out the Hyphasis 
as the first object, when speaking of the conquest of Menander, we might 
have imagined that, passing over the intermediate country, which forms the 
eastern portion of the valley of the Indus, he had proceeded directly from 
Bactria, through x\riaand Arachosia, to the Patalene ; but we have evidence 
of the route of march having extended from the eastern frontier of the 
land watered by the five grand streams which feed the Indus ; and we 
are also in possession of the important fact, that there existed a capital 
of a Greek kingdom on the Hyphasis, called, in the native tongue, 
Sangala, which was the residence of Demetrius, and the Greek dynasty 



* Sama, or Syama. was one of the names of Crishna, from his dark complexion, hence Samba ; 
and one branch of their family having lost sight of their origin, say they came from Rum Sharriy 
or S}Tia. The Batti and Jareja annals fortunately aid each other to develope the little that is to 
be gleaned of that remote period. 
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in India proper, and by Demetrius named Euthydemiaj'^ in honour of his 
father. 

If Apollodotus does not belong to the Bactrian dynasty, we must give 
Sagakiy or Sangala, to him, in preference to Demetrius, and even Menander. 
Perhaps the monograms may tend to clear up these doubts. 

Sangala is placed on St. Croix^s mapt within the Hyphasis^ which coin- 
cides with D*Anvillet and the historians of Alexander, and brings it on 
one side of Lahore^ the supposed site of the capital of Porus. At this point 
the progress of Alexander terminated, and here he erected what is called 
his Altars, ^fajor Rennel has not fixed the position of Sangala in his map, 
though he intimates where it should be placed, § which does not differ from 
St. Croix. 

Wiiford, quoting most respectable native authority, || says, that there are 
the ruins of a most extensive city, which he supposes to be Sangala^ to the 
westward of Lahore.^ This was the last city which the Macedonian con- 
queror sacrificed to his ambition, in his career towards the plain of Hin- 
dust'han. Good fortune saved the cities on the Yamuna and Ganges from 
sharing the doom of Sangala, which was itself levelled to the ground, after 
a massacre of 17,000 of its people, and the captivity of 70,000. 

After Alexander's departure, it seems to have sprung up again from its 
ruins, but only to become the possession of another Greek. But if we 
suppose Menander to have been this Grecian, which can hardly be doubted, 
though he also was master of Bactria, it is gratifying to humanity to think, 



* " I find from Claudius Ptolemy, that there was a city within the Hydaspes, called Sagala, also 
Euthydemiay and I scarcely doubt that Demetrius called it so from his father, though after his 
death, and that of Menander. When Menander subdued Bactria, I cannot define; but we may 
conjecture that Demetrius was deprived of his patrimony, A.U.C 562 (A.C. 192)/' — Bayer^ 
page 84. 

f Carte des Marches d* Alexandre. 

t Page 1 05. This great geographer, quoting from Ptolemy, says, " Sagala is called iTu/Aj/- 
media, but that he would fain read Euthydeynia" 

§ 48 miles S.W. of Lahore. 

II Mirza Mogul Beg, part of whose journals and remarks this ver}' intelligent Mogul presenf^d 
to rae many years ago. 

c As. Res. 
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that the beneficence of his character may have obliterated from the remem- 
brance of the Hindu the barbarous deeds of Alexander. 

A more honourable testimony of regard was never paid to departed 
royalty, than that which Menander received from his subjects. Bayer, 
quoting Plutarch, thus describes it : " A certain king, Menander, who 
had reigned with justice over the Bactrians, having died in camp, the cities 
in common had the care of his funeral rites, but afterwards contended for 
his ashes ; they at last divided his remains equally amongst them, and 
acrreed that monuments* to him should be raised amonj^st them all." 

I possess two notices from the native Hindu annals of a city of antiquity, 
which I have little doubt is the Sagala of the Greeks. 

I have already hinted, that in the destruction of the Yadava power, which 
predominated in all India about 1,100 years before the Christian era, one 
branch retired to Zabulest' ha?iy claiming Guzni as their ancient capital 
Doubts might be raised on this point; but the same annals (those of Jessel- 
mer) give us an intermediate place of halt, in their migration from the 
plains of the Yamuna and Saurdshtra. 

This intermediate place was Behera, on the Bthaty or Hydaspes, in the 
hilly tract styled by them Jidduj or *' Yadu ca dang,'' the Jiddu, or Yadu hilhy 
a name they still preserve, and which is to be found in Rennel's Geography. 
The MSS. from which I had this, are of some antiquity ; but of the real 
situation of the hills of Jiddu, no information is any where to be obtained. 
These people were again driven back on India, and have retained a great 
impression of their foes in a Grecian garb. Suhhava, or Suhhdgy esta- 
blished himself in the Parapamisan range, from those of Yadu, east of Indus ; 
his son was Gaj, who founded Gajni. The king, Mamrej, of Khorasan 
(Bactria), often attacked the Yadu princes of Gajni. Subhava had always 



* On first reading this passage, it struck me that the singular monument described by 
Mr. Elpliinstone as the *' .Tope (Barrow) or ^launikyeula," might be one of these trophies to 
merit. 

It is, however, much nearer to Taxila than Sangala^ and which, doubtless, was within Menan- 
der s control. " There was nothing at all Hindu in the appearance of this building ; most of the 
party thought it entirely Grecian." — See Elphinstone" s CabuU pace 130. vol. i., and plate in vol.ii., 
second edition. 
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been victorious, but aided by the king of Riiviy'^ the Bactrians renewed 
iiostilities against Gaj ; but, while lie was in great danger, Mamrej suddenly 
died of indigestion. The period assigned for this is the year 3008 of 
Yudhishthira. 

The relation is so mixed up with facts of a later date, that it seems, 
among other matters, to contain something of the history of Antiochus and 
his Hindu antacronist, Sophagasexus, "who made his peace Avith him by a 
present of money and elephants. 

Baver savs, we have alreadv stated, that Sophagasenus was an Indian 
king in the Bactrian regions near to Paronisus,t almost south ; that he was 
rich, and surrendered his possessions willingly to Antiochus. 

Euthydemus seems to have despoiled him of the kingdom, by means of 
Demetrius (if it was not Menander, as we might almost be tempted to 
conjecture, by the similarity of the name Mamrej^, and to have taken 
from him all the countries to the west of the Indus, wiiich had been a 
province of Macedonia, by the Parthians called White IndiaX 
• Raja Gaj was at last slain, and his issue compelled to flee to Salbhanpur, 
in the Panjab; but this event is referred to the year 72, after ^ Vicramdditya. 

I have already adverted to the SaUndra-pur, the residence of a Sc^'thic 
prince of the Gete or Jit race, in the sixth century, and remarked that 
the annals of Guzzerat, in speaking of the conquest of the celebrated 
Cumdrpdl of Anhulwarall Pattan, say that he carried his arms as far as 
Salpur^ towards the Sewaluk mountains. 



^ Rumi pati, in the original. The term Rumi, applied to Sj'ria, appears to have been used 
lon^ before the removaJ of the seat of government by Constantine. Alexander is aiu-ays called 
'* Sekander Rumi;" and wherever the Roman sway prevailed, the country was termed 
Roumiah. 

*' Les Orientaux distinguent entre les anciens Grecs qui avaient leurs Rois ou leur gouveme- 
ment particulier, et ceux qui ^taient joints et soumis a Tempire Romain. Car ils appellent les 
premiers Jounariy Jones, de Javan^ et ils donnent a ceux-ci le nom de Roum/' — D'Herhelot. 
Art. Roum, 

t Robertson, quoting Polybius, note 15, page 309. See also Maurice's History, vol. i. 
page 08, who has collected what has been written on Antiochus and the Hindu princes. 

i This answers well to Ghizni, or Gajni. 

§ Had it been seventy-two years before Vicrama, it would have answered for the period of 
Eucratides, the son of Demetrius, undoubtedly following Menander. 

11 In the twelfth centurv. 

Vol. I. ' 2 X 
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All these testimonies seem to point to one particular cit}% for which a 
successful search might yet be made. The antiquities of that interesting 
region are still unexplored ; but a persevering and extensive investigation 
would not be fruitless. There are many important objects yet left to be 
ascertained ; but above all, a rich harvest might be expected in the countries 
radiating from the sources of the Oxus and Jaxartes, in Bactria and 
Sogdiana* The enterprizing and intelligent traveller might avail himself of 
caravans of horse merchants, in his journey. 

In the cave temples of Bamian, inscriptions might be met with ; and were 
but the single fact established, that the colossal figures in the temple were 
Buddhist, it would be worth a journey : perhaps no spot in the world is 
more curious than this region. 

But let us return to the countries subjugated by ApoUodotus and 
Menander, after the Patalene, namely, " the kingdoms of Tessarioustus and 
Sigestis.'' As to the first, there is little doubt that the kingdom of Tessa- 
rioustics was the modern kingdom of Cutc/i, the coast of which is called by 
the ancient geographers Cant'hi, a name used by the natives to this day. 
Hence the name of the old capital, Cdt'li-cot, which' signifies built of wood : 
it may have been CanVli-hbty the fort of Cant' hi. Tessarioustus might be a 
corruption of Teja-rdja, or King Tija, a common Hindu appellation, if it 
was not Gqjardshtra, the T being changed to a T. 

The last excursion I made was to " the coast of the kingdom of Tessa- 
rioustus, and towards the Patalene." I obtained a knowledge of several 
facts, which it is not the place here to dwell upon, though I have added to 
the number of engravings some medals* of a very ancient date, in a character 
of which no specimen has ever yet been given. I found these characters 
also cut on the rock of the ancient residence of the chiefs of the peninsular 
Surastrene, or Saurdshtra, erroneously designated Katiawar, which I shall 
again notice. 

Bavert has gone to the mouths of the Ganges, in search of the kingdoms 
of Sigestis and Tessarioustus, but his conjectures have no great probability 
in them. Strabot proves that nothing but the tract east of the Delta can 
have constituted the kingdom of Tessarioustus. 

That of Sigestis is more difiicult to discover, especially when named 



* See Plate XII. f ^H^ 81. % See note 4, liv. xi. Strabon. 
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together with that of Tessarioustus. If I am not mistaken, the kingdom 
of Sigestis ought to have been mentioned before the PatalenCy when the 
conquests of ApoUodotus and Menander were spoken of. Thus a gap 
in their route from the Panjdh frontier would have been filled up ; for 
the only position which can be assigned to this kingdom, in reference to 
the line of conquests alluded to, goes to strengthen the opinion I before 
expressed, that the subjugation of the Patalene^ or Delta of the Indus, 
proceeded through the western provinces from Bactria, and did not descend 
through the valley from the Panjdh. Then the kingdoms of Tessarioustus 
and Sigestis^ being contiguous, would have been attacked in the succession 
I have stated. A passage from Abul Fazil will throw light on that of 
Strabo. 

In his summary of the princes of Sinde, he says, •* In ancient* times there 
lived a Raja, named Sehris^ whose capital rvas Alore, and his dominions 
extended to Cashmere t and the ocean. An army of Persians invaded this 
kingdom, and the Rdjd was killed in battle, and the Persians returned 
home.'* This relates to a period long antecedent to Muhammed. 

Alore is stated by Abul Fazil, in his geographical description of the 
province of Sinde, to have been called Debeil and Tatta. This would 
bring the capital of Sigestis near that of Tessarioicstus ; but there is no need 
of encroaching on the domains of the descendants of Sambus of Saminagara, 
or the chief of the Patalene, in order to give lidjd Sehris, or Sigestides, a 
proper abode, the situation of which has been mistaken by Abul Fazil. 

I was so fortunate as to discovert this ancient city, the original capital 
of the Sogdi of the Indus. It is situated seven miles east of the island of 



* Ayin Akbery, vol. ii. page 118. 

t " To the East Cashmere" is Abul FaziVs definition of that limit of the kingdom of Sehris, 
which is either a mistake for Ajamere, or the quarter should be north. ** To the west the 
Muran," that is, the Indus, or Sind, both having the same meaning distinctively — the river. 
Both are, I believe, words of Scythic or Tartar origin. The Sin or SincTh, or, as the Chinese 
would write it, Y^sin, is only kno^ii locally in the valley as the " Meeta Murauy' the Sv^eet River, 
by the natives. By written authorities he is styled Jbu-sin, the father of the first of rivers. By 
others, and amongst them Ferishta, " N'ii-ab,*' the blue stream, or Nile. Query : If Abyssinia 
has not the same derivation, the land on the Abu-sin, or Egyptian Nile ? 

+ It was in 1810 I sent my first party to explore that tract, and to bring to me intelligent 
natives of the desert and Indus, and I repeated these parties till I exhausted the subject, and had 
matter for a sketch of its geography. 



'JO-± 
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Euk'har,* on the Indus, a place celebrated in Alexander's voyage. Its 
name is pronounced Arore ; and amongst iis ruins are the remains of a 
bridge over a stream, which, branching fi-om the Indus at Dura, seven miles 
north of Buk'har, skirts the desert down to the ocean. On this stream is 
situated the port of Lukput, formerly so called. As the place bears the 
name of Sangra lower down, I have little doubt that it is the Lankra which 
Nadir Shah, in liis treaty with Mahmud, made the boundary of Persia 
and India, thus lopping off from the latter all the fertile valley of Sinde. 

The inhabitants of the desert, or rather one particular tribe, are called 
Sehrai, but I know not from what circumstance. It is a curious fact, that 
the tribe, wliich from time immemorial has had possession of this desert 
region, and which was, not very remotely, master oi Arore and Bukhar^ and all 
the valley, was the Hindu tribe Soda^ one of the branches of Filar. May w^e 
suppose that the term Sogdi^ applied to the people of Bukhar by Alexander, 
originated from that tribe? The best proof of the antiquity of their 
genealogy is their connecting, in an old couplet, the period of the cessation 
of the streams flowing through the desert, with one of the Soda princes. 

In a chronicle of occurrences given me by a learned Yati^ mention is 
made of the same prince, called Raja Sehl; and it is related that he ruled 
over all the countries east of the Indus, that he was of the Pilar {Pramdra) 
race, and contemporary with Vicramdditya. Tradition further adds, that the 
Desert, now constantly increasing to the eastward, had no existence in his 
time. SehU or SuU was also the name of one of the Pandu league in the 
Great War, and Samanagar and Arore were in the route of retreat of the 
remains of the Yadus and Pandus^ under Yudhishthira and Baldeva, when 
they left India, after Crishna's death, on the shores of Saicrdshtra. 

I have visited the spot where the Apollo of India (Ciushna) received 
the wound from the Bhilla's arrow ; and also that, where his remains were 
burnt on the banks of Rupavati (Argentina). A never-dying Pippala 
[Ficus religiosd) marks the spot j but the scion of this immortal stem of 
3,000 years, appeared to be a sapling of about five years' growth. The 
intolerant Muhammedan had polluted the spot, sacred to the Hindu votary, 
by erecting a Mesjid almost in contact with tlie altar of Crishna. It is all 
lioiy ground to the Hindu : the ruins of the Temple of the Sun are very 



* The Mansoora of the Arabians, and erroneously supposed by some to be Minagara. 
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near the shrine of Chishna, and not a mile beyond the famed Smiandt'lia, 
whose wealth surpassed that of Delphos. With this wealth Mahmud con- 
structed his " Celestial Bride,*' at Ghizni. Within the walls, and with 
the remains of this ancient fane before my eyes, I listened to the recital of 
a metrical composition which we met with, descriptive of the destruction of 
the most holy temple. It was a singular composition, evidently, from the 
display of imagery, the work of the Hindu bards, aided by some refined 
Persian scholar. It had, with many Persian words, a mixture of pure 
Hindi, the choicest phrases of its colloquial dialects, and was withal incom- 
parably simple. 

Wilford,* treating of the geography of the Indus, says, that the country 
to the east of the Indus was called Sehr, or Sehr-des, and its inhabitants 
consequently Sehrais ; and that west, Lehr. Leh is a considerable territory 
westward, and one of the largest communities in Balochistan is that of 
Koomrte, or LoomriCyf a colony of the Scythic Gete, or Jit, though now 
^Muhammedan ; of this race is a great part of the population of the valley. 

I do not think we can find a more appropriate place for the abode of 
SiGESTis, than Arore, the capital of Sehris ; while the kingdom of Tessa- 
RiousTUS is expressly said to be on the sea-coast, beyond the Patalene. 

I shall now venture a remark on another passage of Strabo, and endeavour 
to elucidate a point which has caused discussion, respecting the countries 
which bounded the conquests of Apollodotus and Menander. 

Strabo, namely, adds to what has been before quoted: ** These same 
Greeks subjugated the country as far as the territory of the Si/ri and PhaimiJ' 
Bayer, following the original orthography, Z-^c^v, writes Suroi, and on this 
he has commented, as have the French annotators.t 

He finds fault with Causabon for altering Phaunon to Phoinicun, and 
approves of the conjectures of J. Valens, who makes them the Seres and 
Phryni of the Sacce nation, bordering on Chinese Tartary. 

This emendation is noticed, but not confirmed, by the French annotators 
of Strabo, who prefer carrying the Bactrian arms to Syria and Phenicia. 
The compilers of the Ancient Universal History have also adopted this 



* Essay on Vicramaditya and Saiivahana.i— J5. i2«. vol. ix. page 230. 

t At the angle of the Indus and Mekran coast: Query, If the Lymncfl, or Lymnnl'h o^ 
Alexander's geographers ? 

X Xute 2, liv. xi. page 2S3, vol. iv. Strabon. 
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idea, but only say Menander died when about to carry his arms into 
Syria, 

The misfortunes which befel Antiochus the Great, at this period, cer- 
tainly afforded an opening to the Bactrian prince to attempt such an 
invasion ; but the historians of the Syrian monarch would not have failed 
to notice such a powerful diversion in favour of the western foes of 
Antiochus, as the advance of the Bactrians to the frontiers of Syria, had 
it taken place. Menander succeeded to the Bactrian throne at the very 
time when Hannibal took refuge with Antiochus, and instigated him to 
cope with the soldiers of the mistress of the world ; but the fatal battle of 
Magnesia shewed that neither Grecian phalanx, Scythian bowmen,* nor a 
multitude of elephants from India (the tribute of Subhava and his son Gaj), 
could withstand the Roman legions, headed by the Scipios. This very 
victory, however, proved eventually ruinous to Rome : for the spoils of 
Asia and her luxuries enervated and corrupted her citizens; and from 
this victory, which opened to her the east, is to be dated her decline. 

The Suroi are mentioned in conjunction with the kingdoms of Tessa, 
rioustus and Sigestis, and the Patalene, which was very near them, so that 
they could be approached without the necessity of invading the territory 
of Antiochus ; which would rather have been presumptuous in Menander 
or ApoUodotus, notwithstanding his misfortunes. 

The Euroi were in fact the SauraSj inhabiting the peninsula of Sau- 
rardshtra^ the Saurastrene and Syrastrene already quoted from the Periplus, 
and the kingdom immediately adjoining, that of Tessarioustics, to the east, 
ward. That the Ilvpoi of Saurdshira, and the Syrians of Asia Minor had 
the same origin, appears from the worship of Surya^ or the Sun. I have 
little doubt, we have more than one " city of the Sun^t in this tract ; indeed, 
the only temples of the Sun I have met with in India, are in Saurashtra. 
The temple raised to BdL, in Tadmort in the Desert, by Solomon, where 

* A body of 1,200 Scythian horse, armed with bows, claimed the admiration of the Romans. 
Antiochus had also 150 elephants, a great part, received from Sophagasenus and other Hindu 
princes, when he invaded India, after making peace with Euthydemus, the predecessor of 
Menander. —^;jc. Univ* Hist, page 567. 

f Heliopolis fSuri/apuraJ was one capital of Syria. 

J Hence its name, Bal-bec. Bic h an idol : so Ferishtra derives it, the idol Bal. This, the 
capital in future times of the unfortmiate Zenobia, was translated by the Greeks to Palmyra ; 
for it is but a translate of Tad-tar, or Tal-mor, and can have an Indian derivation, from Tar, 
or Tal, the date, or Palm}Ta-tree ; and Mor, the head, chief, or crown. 
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he worshipped *' Bal and Ashtoreth, the strange gods of the Sidonians/' 
was the BdUnafli, or Great God of the Hindus, the Vinfier, the Sun: and 
the Pillar erected to him ** in every grove, and on every high hill;'* the 
Lingam, or Phallus, the emblem of Bal; Bal-nat'h, Bal-cesari,* or as Bdl 
Isxvara^ the Osiris of the Egyptians ; and as Nand-Isxvara, their SerapiSj or 
Lord of the Sacred Bull; Kanda, or Apis, '* the Calf of Egypt," which 
the chosen people bowed to '* when their hearts were turned away from 
the Lord/' 

Thus jBa/ was. the type of productiveness, and Ashtoreth, diS destruction, 
most probably that of the Eight- (Ashta) armed mother. A'shta-tara-devi, 
or the radiated Goddess of Destiny, is always depicted as trampling on the 
monster Bhainsdsur, aided by her lion (when she resembles Cybele, or the 
Phrygian Diana), and in each of her eight arms holding a weapon of 
destruction : but I have ventured to pursue the subject elsewhere. I shall 
merely remark on the Suroi of Menander, that amongst the thirty-six 
royal races of Hindus, especially pertaining to Saurashtra, is that of xS^nceyj, 
as written in the Bhdkhd^ but classically Suryasxca. The historian of the 
court of Anhulwarrat thus introduces it : '' And thou, Sarweya, essence of 
the martial races,''? No doubt, it was, with many others, of Scythic origin, 
perhaps from Zariaspa, or Bactria, introduced at a period when the worship 
of Bal, or the Sun, alone was common to the nations east and west of the 
Indus ; when, as Pinkerton says, a grand Scythic empire extended to the 
Ganges, Here I must drop Apollodotus and Menander, for the history 
of their exploits extends no further than the Suroi. 

I must, however, reserve for a distinct notice, what that great geographer 
D'Anville remarks. He had Arore within his grasp, and the addition of 
one point alone reserved for me the honour of the discovery of the abode 
and position of S^^hris, if not of Sigestis. 

Describing the tracts watered by the Indus (" le cours de I'lndus, jusqu'a 
lamer"§), according to the Turkish geographer, whom he justly ]auds, 
and having mentioned Bukhar and Seh-xan^ he says, *' Azour est presqi/e 



* Cesari, a lion. Hence the royal appellation of the Caesars ; and Lion {Sin ha) Lords oi' India. 
have the same meaning. 

t Nehrwara of D'Anville and Renaudot. 

% "• Sanveya, Cshatiriya tain sar." 

; Eclaircissemens sur la carte de Tlnde, p. 37. 



o3S Major Tod's Account of Greek, Parthian, and Hindu MedaU. 

comparable a Mult an j^our la grandeur, selon Ebn Haukal dans Abulfeda ;" 
but if this authority afforded a positive fact, it is a pity D'Anville did not 
abide by what he found so correct ; for, following Agizzi, he says, '' Cette 
\ille est situee sur le fleuve Mehran, a trente parasanges de Mansora a Mina- 
gara en remontant ce Jievrce. There can be no doubt that Azour is Arore ; 
the r (j ), by a superfluous point, made a z ( j ), though tlie only Azour, in 
Ibn HaukaPs Geography,* is one in the route from Sejesthan to Ghizni. 

It would be well if the successors of D'Anville, who have treated of the 
geography of the Indus, had followed his opinions of the merits of his 
authorities,! The names of towns given by him from U'ch (the seven towns, 
capital of the Oxydracae) to Bukhar, as Bayla, Metila, &c., are still in exist- 
ence, as this geographer has placed them. 

Captain Pottinger, in his interesting work on Sinde and Balochistan, 
quoting the Persian work ^*Mujmood Waridat," mentions "U'laor** as the 
capital of Sinde, at the invasion of the general of Walid, in the ninety-third 
year of the Hejira. From other sources, he also mentions the overthrow of 
the dvnastv of Sahir by Isusliirxan, " whose ancestors had governed Sinde 
two thousand years ;'* but there are several anachronisms combined witii 
the detail, as neither Jodhpur nor Jesulmer had existence then. But it 
affords additional testimony of the kingdom of Sehris, the Sigestis of the 
Greeks, whose capital was Arore. 

Eucratides the First, who succeeded Menander in the kingdom of Bac- 
tria, is said to have dispossessed Demetrius of his Indian sovereignty, pro- 
bably founded by ApoUodotus. Bayer, quoting Artemidorus, says, that 
Eucratides possessed five thousand cities beyond the Indus, and assumed, 
like the Paithians, on his medals, the title of ** Great King.'* This account 
of Bayer seems to be confirmed by a series of coins in my possession, of 
which I present specimens.? 

That author savs, " the obverse has a remarkablv his^h relief of the head 
and helmet ; the ground of the reverse is lower. The fascice which wave 
round the neck are suflacient proof that the forehead under the helmet is 
bound ^\'ith a diadem. 



^ By Sir\V. Ousely, page 210. 

t *• Tou: ce detail me parait precieux pour la geographie bien loin, que je crois devoir passer 
par dessus. II fournit ce qui n'existe point ailleurs. comme on s*en convaincra par Texamen des 
autres cartes/* This holds good. 

1 Plate XIL Nos. 5, 6. 1. 8. 9. 
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On the reverse are two horsemen with the Bactrian tiara, with palm 
branches and the sarissa, or long spear, of the Macedonians : the inscription 
is, " of the great King Eucratides,'' epoch 108. These horsemen are 
either Greeks in the army of Eucratides, or Bactrians, accustomed to the 
Macedonian discipline, bearing the sarissa, as Macedonians, the tiara, as 
Bactrians.* 

Unfortunately, there are but a few detached letters, and those of titles ; 
there is also a strange mixture of Grecian and Parthian costume and 
symbol, especially the sacerdotal instrument for feeding the sacred fire. 
The figure on the reverse, whether on a horse or camel, has a hawk perched 
on the extended arm. 

Nos. 3 and 4 of the first series, are decidedly of Greek princes, but it is 
to be supposed that they are too mutilated to furnish any useful light 
The date of No. 3 is half destroyed, but the numeral N, answering to 50, 
remains. The medal is altogether in good preservation, having the bust 
on one side, and on the reverse Apollo armed with a dart, as in that of 
ApoUodotus, and a cornucopia at his right. 

Eucratides the Second, in the 110th of the Bactrian era, succeeded to 
the throne by the murder of his father ; but he did not long enjoy it 
One hundred and twenty years after its foundation, this kingdom fell.t 
The parricide was slain during an invasion of the Scythians, or Getes, of 
the Jaxartes on one side, and the Parthians on the other. The Getes 
remained in possession of the country they had occupied, till they were, 
in their turn, expelled by the Huns. Then many of them moved eastward. 
Strabo has left us the names of these Getic or Scythic tribes, who aided in 
the overthrow, viz. Asi, or Aspi ; Sacce Tachxiri. The Sdc'hd Rajputs^ the 
Tdks of Northern India : the GeteSy or Jits, may be traced by inscriptions 
and other evidence. 

As to the Parthian and Scythic princes who ruled in India, I have 
already spoken of those who had their residence at Minagara, on the 
Indus; the Indo-Scythic princes of India, mentioned by De Guignes, 
Cosmos, Gibbon, and others. 

Mitliridates fone of the Arsacidae, or Parthian sovereigns), who made 
Eucratides tributary previously to the total overthrow of the Bactrian 



* Bajer,»ect. xi. second series. f Ante C. 134. 

Vol. L 2 Y 
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kingdom, had established himself in all the power the Greeks ever had in 
India. He conquered the whole of the countries fi'om the Indus to the 
Ganges, including the dominions of Porus ; and such were his modei-ation 
and clemency, that many nations voluntarily submitted to him, Demetrius 
Nicator, of Syria, endeavoured to prop the declining cause of the Bactrians, 
but fell himself into captivity ; his son Antiochus was slain in an attempt 
to release him. The Parthians extended themselves everywhere ; and 
both they and their foes, the Scythic Tachari, had bands of Greeks as 
allies. To Mithridates, his successors, or a minor dynasty in India, we 
must assign these medals.* 

The third series of medals is of a race of this description : I present 
a few, viz. Nos. 10, 11, 12, 13, all evidently of the same family. No. 10 re- 
presents a priest, or king, sacrificing. His head is adorned with the high cap 
of the Magi, and he is feeding the flame on a low altar. A club is placed 
in his left. Of. several in my possession, . though we distinctly read the 
epithet — " Of the King of Kings, Preserver," and on another, " Of 
the Great King of Kings,'* yet no proper name can be discerned. On 
the reverse is the sacred bull, with a man, perhaps the sacrificing priest, 
and the epigraphe is in the Sassanian character. 

Those which follow v/ill deserve attention, and may perhaps be decy- 
phered : the characters have the appearance of a rude provincial Greek. 
No. , the archer kneeling, speaks for itself. That they belonged to 
Parthian and Indo-Scythic kings, who had sovereignties within the Indus, 
there cannot be a doubt. I have collected some thousands j but only 
these few have escaped the corroding tooth of time. 

The fourth series is scarcely less interesting. They are Hindu, of a 
very remote period, and have the same character which I have found 
wherever the Pandu authority existed, in the caves, and on the rocks of 
Junagur Gimar, on the pillar of victory in Meywar, and on the columns 
of Indra-presfha (Delhi) and Praydg. Some of them are not unlike the 
ancient Pehlavi. These coins are of gold, and in fine preservation. Like 
all my medals, they are either from Agra, Mafhicra, Ujjayan, or Ajmer. 
Dr. Wilkins possesses some, found even in Bengal : he thinks, he can make 
out the word Chandra n^^on them. 



* See Lewis's ParrJuan Empire, page 35. 
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On two, the obverse represents a naked figure, with a bow, in the act 
of sliooting at some beast of prey, or fabulous monster. On the reverse 
is a goddess seated on a lion, holding a diadem, or crown, to reward 
him. 

On the remaining two, Nos. and , we have the same figures, but 
with this difference, that the monster has disappeared; the bow is 
unstrung, in the man^s hand ; he is clothed in the spoils of the foe, and 
near him stands a trophy, the ancient Grecian or Roman standard, the 
eagle with expanded wings on a staff. To what can this allude ? Is it 
a record of Chandragupta^s success over Alexander, or does the Grecian 
standard denote the alliance he formed with Seleucus in after-tinies ? 
They are fine medals, bold in design, of high relief, and I hope the inscrip- 
tion may yet be decyphered. 

The fifth series is, like the others, entirely novel and unexplored. All 
that I can say of them is, that they belong to a dynasty which ruled from 
Avanti, or Ujjayan, to the Indus, for in that whole tract I have found 
them. The first I obtained, was from the ruins of ancient Ujjayan, twelve 
years ago. It was presented to me by a valued friend,* who first 
awakened my attention to their importance. He found them in Cutch, 
and in his company I discovered others, amongst the ruins in the Gulph.t 
The character of the epigraphe I have met with on rocks in Saurdshtray 
in the haunts of the Suroiy the bounds of the conquests of Menander and 
Apollodotus. 



* Mr. Williams, resident at the Gykwar court, to whose kind aid I am indebted for being 
enabled to perform the most interesting of all my joumies, and with his society. 

f I have, however, little hesitation in assigning them to the Balhara sovereigns o^ Renandot's 
Arabian travellers, the Bhalla Raes of Anhulwarra Puttan, who were supreme in these 
countries. " This Balhara is the most illustrious prince of the Indies, and all the other 
kings acknowledge his pre-eminence. He has, of these, pieces of silver called Tartarian 
drams. They are coined with the die of the prince, and have the year of his reign." — 
Renandot^ page 15. 

The Arabian travellers have by no means attached too much importance to the Balhara 
sovereignty. They had a distinct era, 375 years posterior to Vicraraaditya, which I had the 
happiness to reckon amongst my discoveries ; but on this dj-nasty I shall have much to say 
elsewhere. 

2 Y 2 
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I trust I have provided matter for others to expatiate on, who may by 
these aids throw new light on Indian histor}\ The field is ample, and 
much yet remains to reward patience and industr}^ ; nor is there a more 
fertile or less explored domain for the antiquar}% or for the exercise of 
the pencil, both in architectural and natural scenery, than within the 
shores of Peninsular Saurashtra. 
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